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June Guild Meeting Wednesday 11th – ‘Bugs & Grubs’ 

 

Fossicking about in The Frome. 
 
As all anglers know - the only way to improve on a perfect summer’s evening is 
to mess about in a river. Add in a cold beer and life really doesn’t need to get 

any better. So a dozen or so members did exactly that.  
Under Richard’s tutelage, we gained some understanding of the little critters 
struggling for life at the bottom of the food chain in our rivers, against 

everything the 21st Century still throws at them. Although things have improved 
dramatically since the bad old days of wholesale industrial pollution, things are 
far from perfect. We hear of specific pollution incidents such as the recent one 
on the Kennet where petrol leaked from a botched attempt at theft.  Every day 
a continuous cocktail of chemicals enter our rivers from such things as the 
medical treatments we pass through our bodies, and the toxic chemicals washed 
off roads during downpours. Some of the effects of these on river eco-systems 
may take several years to become apparent.  

 
Once we had “fossicked about”, we examined our findings and Richard & 
Malcolm identified the various species and explained what their presence 

indicated.  
The very encouraging news for the River Frome, and us, is that among the 
crawlers & swimmers collected we found some of those which will only thrive in 
well-oxygenated, brisk and clean water - stone loach, minnows and burrowing 
mayfly. 
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It had been a fascinating, enlightening and thoroughly enjoyable evening. We 

are very grateful to Richard for providing both the expertise and the specialist 
equipment needed.  
Thanks also to William & Richard for inviting us to Langham Farm – a beautiful 

spot and at the end of the evening it was very nice not to have to walk up a hill 
to our cars. 
And of the minnows and stone loach? Luckily for them times have changed and 

they went back in, for in the past both were regarded as a ‘delicate dish’. A 
banquet served in 1394 for the Bishop of Winchester included 7 gallons of 
minnows - and Izaak Walton in The Compleat Angler (1655) wrote ‘a minnow-

tansy is a dainty dish of meat’. 
(Fossicking – “… to search for gold or gems in mines & streams. Still used in 
Australia and now generally used to mean rummaging about”) 

 

Stocking the River Frome Friday 23rd May.    

This was the first of two stockings - 200 rainbow trout (triploids) around the 

12” mark between beat 1 (Stoney Bottom) and beat 9 (Pomeroy Pool). The river 
was a little high and slightly cloudy after a wet week or so but has improved 

every day since. With plenty of fly life about they should have settled in 
quickly, especially as we have not had any deluges since, unlike in 2012 & 2013. 
By the time you read this we hope you’ve caught a few! 

A second stocking is planned for July. 
Particular thanks to Andy, David, John, Keith, Mike, Peter and Richard for 
coming down to help with the stocking, as well as the footpath clearing on the 

15th May. Access is now good at all the best spots right through to beat 13 
beyond the Flume.  
                                                                                               Roger & Jim 

         
 

LOOKING FORWARD…… 
• No Meetings at the Hotel in July and August 
• Wednesday 9th July – Fullingbridge Lake and Barbeque. 
• Wednesday 10th September  – Guild Meeting at The Shaw Hotel. 
• Sunday 14th September – Archery and Barbeque at Brian’s farm. 
• Sunday 21st September – Blagdon Bank Fishing Day 
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Brief Fishing Tip – retrieving the fly on stillwater…. 

 Retrieve slowly with figure of 8's for 10 turns then strip for 4 feet 

rapidly to trigger attacks and it works well with fish staying hooked!  
 

 

Fullingbridge Farm Lake Meet, near Westbury – 9th July 2014. 

  

This is one of our most popular outings of the year, enjoying fishing on a 
pleasant lake and joining your fellow anglers for a barbeque. 
For the benefit of our newer Members, instead of our usual monthly meeting at 

the hotel, Wednesday 9th July takes us to Fullingbridge to enjoy fishing the 
lake and having a free barbeque, funded by the Guild. 
 

Our ‘meeting’ begins at 3:00pm, with Masterchef  Gerry Barnes doing the 
barbeque at 6:30pm,  
We pack up at 9:00pm. 

We can keep the first 2 trout caught, then it’s ‘catch and release’ on barbless 
hooks, gently returning the fish. 

The charge for the fishing is £15 (cash please) and if you would like to join a 
‘sweep’ (not compulsory) for an extra £2, the heaviest bag of the first two fish 
caught will ‘net’ a cash prize. Half the sweep money will go to club funds.  

Please bring a chair for seating at the barbeque. Let’s hope the day will be fair 
and clement!  It would be great to see you, hope you can make it. 
 

Directions – From Trowbridge take A350 from Yarnbrook towards 
Westbury….pass N.T. Heywood House on the left. After a few hundred yards 
take the next sharp turning left, – opposite a lay-by – then ¾ of a mile down this 

lane (Capps Lane) find Fullingbridge Farm Lake entrance on left.                     
For Sat. Nav. Users: BA13 4NB. 
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In nature the Blue Winged Olive (BWO) or Ephemerella Ignita is a widely 

distributed fly found on wild streams and more sedate chalk streams. It is 
easily recognisable by its three tails (other olives have only two tails). 

                                        
This is an extremely important fly pattern. 

Various species of mayfly throughout the world have the name ‘Blue-Winged 
Olive’ applied to them. The Blue Winged Olives range in size from medium to 
small but all have the same olive coloured body, thorax and smoky wings. 

 
 

A DAY AT BRENIG 

 
Just recently I was ‘dog-sitting’ for my son up at his Chester home. I had never 

fished Llyn Brenig before (45 miles away) but had read and heard a lot about it, 
so I thought this might be a perfect opportunity to visit it, rod and reel in the 
car-boot. It’s quite a remote location, nestling as it does amongst the Welsh 

Denbigh Moors. Toward the top right-hand corner of Wales. 
 
So around 2pm. whilst my wife walked ’Archie’ the dog along the lakeside paths 

around Brenig, I stayed near the car and tried my luck in the peaty, slightly 
brown waters of this vast but pleasant lake. It is a pretty spot, and it was no 
hardship at all casting into its shallows, the pleasant afternoon sunshine on my 
back. Time dictated it should be an afternoon bank-fishing operation, though I 
noted numerous boats were still available. I had taken knee boots only - so 

mental note to take chest waders next time! This mainly because I was fishing 
the shallow bays, down-wind of the sailing club, and deeper wading was really 
required to be able to cast into deeper water where the resident trout were 

occasionally showing. Also scrub, heather, bushes and trees come right down to 
the waters edge and it was therefore difficult to get a hazard-free back cast. 
 

It is a nice wild place to fish. Walkers, cyclists and picnickers also love the 
place, and so these were in evidence, quite often. But it is a huge water, 14miles 
around. About 2.5 miles long and 1 mile across, it is the fourth biggest lake in 
Wales and holds some 920 acres of water. (You’d never get thirsty.) You could 
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never feel cramped, and there are miles and miles of distant and remote 

lakeside which seldom get fished. There is a web-site which gives you a taster 
of what Brenig is like for fishing, which I browsed before our visit.                
[Go to ‘Fishing at Llyn Brenig - a film by Howard Jackson of Open Door‘]. 

 
A visit to the angling shop in the Visitors Centre primed me with further 
information and an idea of how to tackle the resident browns and rainbows. This 

was largely as prescribed for Chew at the moment. The dreaded Intermediate 
or sinking lines and pulling blobs or boobies!! I only had a WF4 floating line with 
me so my approach reflected that. A long leader with one dropper and a 

goldhead on the point to gain some depth. In short - and at some appreciable 
length! - I fished, and fished. And fished; and fished some more, and cast a 
great deal more, trying different retrieves and different spots along the 

shoreline. No visible signs of movement on the rippled surface. A reassuring fish 
splashed eventually some 50 yards away: then a good while later a couple more 
swirls closer to where I was fishing. At long last I had a firm pull and a hard 

fighting rainbow came stubbornly to hand and was released still in the water. 
Three more made my day, equally resisting the prospect of coming to shore. The 

last one the best. Again released to explore once more this great expanse of 
water. No great size, perhaps two and a half pounds the largest, but they made 
it all worthwhile and a great new fishing experience. 

Haste ye back [don’t know the Welsh translation I’m afraid!….]   I will return. 
                                                                                                  Courteney 
 

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2014 
 
We are hoping to hold a photographic competition to be judged at the ‘Guild 

Dinner’ this year……Friday 21st November 2014 
 
                                           Early Mayfly at Tellisford ’(1) 
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This is the first of our photos and was taken at Tellisford in May 2014. The 

photographer’s name of course, remains anonymous until after the judging by 
the Ladies on the night of the Dinner 
Ladies Night’ has been renamed ‘Guild Dinner’, a decision made at the February 

Committee Meeting. 
If you have taken an interesting photo of ‘something to do with fishing’ in 2014, 
please send it to me for publication. Jon is happy to be co-ordinator. 

  Your photograph will also need to be hard copy for pinning to a board on the 
evening of the dinner. 
A page has been created on the WWFFG Website on ‘home’ page for all 

the pictures submitted. 

The winning photo will be awarded ‘The Ron Long Memorial Trophy’.  Good Luck! 
 

SO FOR INCLUSION ONTO OUR WEBSITE PLEASE SEND YOUR PHOTO 

TO ME at   Robert.is@trouthooker.net   Thank You. 
 

 
The  Sedges are flying. 

 

A Report on the ‘Tam Pierce’ Chew Boat Trophy Competition 

Sunday 18th May 2014 

Our annual adventure to Chew proved to be as difficult and as tough as we’ve 
come to expect!                                                                                                          
We met for breakfast, received the latest information and busily prepared for 
the day ahead. We knew where to go, had all the right tackle, the recommended 
flies and headed for our boats quietly confident and ready for the task. The 
Southern Federation were holding their annual competition, which meant all the 
boats were out which shouldn’t make much difference on a full lake other than 
most of them ended up in the bays at the same time!  

A warm and bright morning changed by the time we loaded the boats to a brisk 
south westerly creating wind lanes and some breaking waves – drogues were the 
order of the day from the first drift. The lake was full and the water still cold 
– very little fly life visible and no signs of swallows or swifts feeding over the 

lake.                                                                                                                                          
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Dry lines and nymphs were recommended but the trout had other ideas and kept 

their heads down well below where we were fishing. Of our six boats only one 
(Chew regulars Colin & Robert) found the fish by anchoring up which allowed the 
nymph’s to get down just that bit further. It really was a tough day with most 

of us blanking although the odd single fish was caught, notably the heaviest fish 
of the day caught by Maurice, a hard fighting 4lbs 6oz rainbow which earned 
him a nice bottle of red.  

                                                  
Congratulations to Robert (him on the left) who came first with 5 fish for 13lbs 
8ozs, Colin second with 4 fish for 9lbs 14ozs and Maurice who came third with 1 

fish of 4lbs 6ozs. For note - the Federation Competition teams also found it 
hard going with many blanking. Thanks to Gerry and Maurice for the photo and 
organising the day and also to all of you who fished.                                                                                     

Perhaps next year we will look at holding the outing during August/September 
when the water is warmer - with much more fly life and fish taking on or near 
the surface.                                                                                         Jon Jonik 

E-mail from Derrick 

Sent: Saturday, 7 June 2014, 9:12 
Subject: River Mole -just to let members know that the recent wet weather 
has seen the migratory fish arrive in our neck of the woods.                       
Returned this one last night 
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Avon Springs  -  Sunday 22nd June 2014 

Eight of us met at Avon Springs on a hot bright day.   

The winner of the J Turk Shield was Alan Kerr total weight 10lb 11oz on  
Damsels Nymphs. 

2nd……..Charles Freemantle…..  9lb 02oz 
3rd ……Keith Johnston………….  8lb 8oz 
William hooked and lost a nice fish, hard luck William! 

Charles wins the wine with a fine 4lb 14oz Rainbow, the successful fly? 
Yes - you've guessed it - a Sawyer Killer Bug. 
 

Commiserations to those of us who blanked.  Saying that spending 4 hrs  
covering every inch of a 3 acre lake with every fly in the box without  
so much as a tug, constitutes a rare skill not always recognised.   

 

 
 
Remember it's just as hard to pick the last horse home in the Grand  
National as the first.  Try it in April.  So well done us! 
Many thanks to all who attended, those who didn't - hopefully next time. 

 
                                           Photo and report from Maurice 
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There will be no Guild Meetings at the Shaw Hotel in July and August so 

next meeting will be Wednesday 10th September 2014 at 7:30 for 8:00pm 

The same applies to the Newsletter  -  next edition in September. 

0o0o0o0o0 

 
 

Caenis or Anglers Curse Frustrating Fishermen Everywhere 

Caenis, that annoying little fly, is reported in many still waters currently. Just 
3/6 of an inch long this fly can really frustrate fishermen. Caenis were present 
at the weekend, the trout were jumping like mad whilst feeding on them, but it 
took ages to work out what they were taking, damned Caenis! 

 
HAPPY FISHING AND HAVE A GOOD SUMMER….….BOB 
 
PS.            Pastor's Business Card   
A new pastor went house visiting. 
At one house there was no answer after repeated knocks, although he felt 

someone was at home. 
 So he took a business card and wrote "Revelation 3:20" and stuck it in the 
door.  

   
The next week he found his card returned.  Added to it was this cryptic 
message, "Genesis 3:10."  
   
He reached for his Bible to check out the citation. 
Revelation 3:20  reads  : "Behold, I stand at the door and knock."   
Genesis 3:10 reads       : "I heard your voice in the garden and  
                                          I was afraid for I was naked."  


