WEST WILTS FLYFISHERS GUILD
[image: image1.png]



               Members of the Wild Trout Trust

         November  2010  Newsletter

Website: http://wwffg.tripod.com/
The Next Guild Meeting will be held on Wednesday January 12th 2011
This will include, the now famous, Quiz Evening.
Hosted by Richard Cripps and John Dixon. 
The Shaw Hotel at 7:30pm – always a great evening – don’t miss it!
Jon Jonik and John Williams held a Rivers’ Meeting earlier this month and their Report will be included in a special ‘one off’  December Newsletter!
Wednesday November 12th……
Our November Speaker
Our Guild thanks go to Doug Tilley for his informative talk at our November meeting on ‘Environment Agency Matters’.  In his own special way, Doug walked us all through the intricacies and responsibilities of Agency work, and with his calm, controlled but humorous address he held us rapt. Of particular interest was the environmental control now exercised over land-fill   (rubbish tipping we used to call it ). The actual recipient ground area for this has now to be designed and built like a huge empty reservoir, so that any drain-off, or seepages of harmful liquids and substances, as it is progressively filled, can be safely collected and dealt with. In addition, various highway spillages and associated containment exercises (and near disasters) were detailed. His dangerous ‘bailiffing’ duties to stop illegal elver fishing on rivers was also covered. Often night-time work; and having to deal with hostile ‘illegals’ who might be tempted to throw a punch, draw a knife or worse. When Doug told us that these netsmen can secure from £300 to (in a good year, for them) as much as £625 for a kilo of elvers, you can see that the temptations and rewards are huge.  He finished his talk by showing us the idyllic, old-style, brick-built depot building from which he and his team operates, and his own private vista of the Hampshire Avon within its grounds. He is now trying to secure some local permission to fish this ever-present temptation!
 HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL AND ENJOYABLE EVENING - 29/10/10
Writing this on the morning after our 2010 ‘Bash’ at The Country House Hotel, formally and properly known as WWFFG Ladies Night, I am pleased to relate that this was a resounding success. For those who won some of the delightful raffle prizes, including of course those items piscatorial, the prize Greys Rod and Orvis Reel etc., the event was even more enjoyable! The winners are detailed below.
                 The Greys Rod raffle was won by Gerry Tinson
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The Orvis Reel was captured by John de Cesare (again!)

John Sturgess bagged the Landing Net.
Finally, Heather Day won the Barbeque Set and 2 reels of fluorocarbon.
Congratulations to all!
John DC bestowed the Chairman’s Vic Wilcox Memorial Trophy to John Williams for his indefatigable commitment to the Devon Rivers.
There was plenty of fun to be had. We enjoyed ‘trying’ to answer some of the tricky questions Mary and Robert had set for us in our traditional mid-meal quiz. We were astounded, nay askance, when ‘the clever lot in the corner’ notched up yet another convincing win, and determined that next year we should share ‘the eggheads’  around more. Just as The World did after Hitler’s Germany fell following World War II; grabbing as many top scientists and boffins as they could for their own. Apologies to those I am addressing. You know who you are, table 4, scoring 53 points!
It was great to see good friends again, Jean Sleightholme was there; John Sturgess as youthful as ever, both looking sprightly and extremely fit . Louise and John Williams livening up the evening with their charismatic presence. John and Kathy just back from ‘North of the Border’ (specifically The Tweed) after some prodigious fishing there. Please don’t ask me to elaborate on how many salmon were caught, as I start transforming into Chameleon Green (Dulux; all good stores).  Lets just say the De Cesare household will be dining on smoked salmon sandwiches for a long, long time. I’m off now to buy business shares in his baker.

An added bonus were the invited guests, who I believe can only have enjoyed the evening with all the friendly banter and camaraderie. The meal was exceptional and the service was duly attentive. It leaves me just to thank the many people whose input made the evening such a success. Jon Jonik, as ever, was the glue to the smooth operation of the evening with his strategic announcements. Gerry Barnes was again the maestro organiser of the all-important prize raffles (I believe Gerry has been now running these for us for the past 15 years? Get less punishment for murder etc. etc.). Thanks Jon and Gerry.

There are others to thank, like Mary and Robert Eadie, amongst other things for the Quiz and Ladies presents on table; and others such as Sarah, who prepared the place and menu settings at short notice.

But of course the man in the hot seat, and who pulled all the necessary strings together to make the evening the resounding success it undoubtedly was, is Mike Harris. Thank you Mike on behalf of us all for your hard work and attention. 
                                                                                                Courteney Fish
BOBS BITS….Thanks for the above reports Courteney. The only thing missing was a mention of the Presentation of that indulgent Christmas Hamper to Colin Burbedge by our President Jon Jonik.
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Bottles of wine were also presented to Trevor James and Maurice Dyer for catching the largest fish of the day at Blagdon and Mill Farm respectively.
On Christmas Hamper Day, though a lacklustre event for some, Colin powered ahead and showed us mere mortals how it’s done by catching three good trout.
The Mill Farm Lakes were not in tiptop condition giving all the more kudos to Colin’s exceptional achievement.

The results were….
1st Colin Burbedge…..3 trout…..6lbs.04ozs.

2nd Tim Pullen…………..2 trout……4lbs.

3rd Gerry Barnes with Grandson Oliver…..2 trout…….3lbs.08ozs.

Just a footnote to thank Oliver for netting and landing my trout so expertly.    

0o0o0o0o0
Congratulations goes to Jim Wheel for winning the WILF SLEIGHTHOLME SHIELD for a successful 2010 season on the River Frome at Tellisford. He fished 11 sessions, caught 23 trout including a 17’’ Brownie. Well done Jim.
-oooooo-

In the Ladies Night Quiz there was a Q. about ‘Cullin Skink’,

This is a traditional Haddock Soup from the village of Cullen on the N.E.coast of Scotland.

Here’s the prized Recipe! This will serve 4-6…….

On a cold winters day, this is delicious!
Ingredients

2 skinned smoked haddock fillets (about 1lb/450 grms)

1 skinned natural haddock fillet (8 ozs /225gms)

1 pint/568ml milk

3 medium leeks 

3oz/85gms butter

9oz/250gms potato, (peeled and cut into cubes)

1 tbsp flour

1-2  tsps English mustard powder

1 tsp sugar

4-5 tbsps double cream

2 tbsp chopped parsley

Method                       

· Put the fish in a pan with milk, bring to simmering point then turn off heat.

· Chop the leeks, including the bright green parts, but not the coarse green                    spray at the top.

· Melt the butter in a large pan and fry leeks for 5 mins without browning.

· Add the potatoes and a cup of water. Bring to the boil and simmer for 5-8    minutes, until the water has evaporated.

· Stir in the flour and cook for 1 minute.
·  Drain the fish, reserving the milk. Slowly add milk to the vegetable pan,           stirring all the time until a soupy consistency is reached.
·  Simmer for a few minutes  ‘till the potatoes are cooked but not mushy.

· Mix the mustard powder with 1 tbsp water and stir into the soup, to taste.
· Flake the fish and remove any bones. Add to the soup along with the sugar.

· Add the cream and parsley, season with salt & pepper then stir and serve.

ENJOY!
0o0o0o0o0
A few items to mention….
The Flytying Forum is going ahead and the room at the Shaw Hotel has been booked for three Wednesdays, January 19th , 26th and February 2nd 2011. Gerry T., Chris H., Tim P., and Brian T. have booked in.  Would any other interested Members please register with Jon Jonik as soon as possible. 
If there are any Members who have not given  their Cups or Trophies in for re-engraving, please let me have them by the very latest January’s Guild Meeting. Thanks.

A Footnote from Courteney - A Thought to Dwell On

If you have ever lost a big fish, or suffered an agonisingly brief, or extended encounter with a very powerful unseen force at the end of your line, be consoled. This ‘is the stuff’, the essential fabric of fishing.  It keeps us angling, week on week, year after year. Think on this:-

‘ In 1869 near Newburgh where the Tay flows into the sea,

a gigantic salmon of  74lb. was taken in the nets, and in his

mouth the scar of a hook.’           [Derek Barber].

For the hardy souls who like to fish at this time of year, this chart may be of help!
 Hatch Chart

	Species
	Habitat / Species
	Genus
	
	November
	Imitation Flies - Nymph

	Large Dark Olive
	River - Large Dark Olive
	Baetis
	
	occassional
	Large Dark Olive Surface or Pheasant Tail Nymphs

	Louse
	River - Louse
	Asellus
	
	Frequent
	czech nymphs

	Midges
	River - Midges
	Chironomidae
	
	Frequent
	 Buzzers

	Shrimp
	River - Shrimp
	Gammarus
	
	Frequent
	czech nymphse #12 -14

	Louse
	Stillwater - Louse
	Asellus
	
	Frequent
	czech nymphs #10

	Midges
	Stillwater - Midges
	Chironomidae
	
	Frequent
	 Buzzers

	Shrimp
	Stillwater - Shrimp
	Gammarus
	
	Frequent
	czech nymphs #12 -14


HAPPY FISHING…BOB

TRIBUTE –  TAM PEARCE

Tam was born into a service family in 1925 and was the middle son of Jessie and Albert Pearce.  He lost his mother at an early age and was loved and raised by Albert’s second wife, Peggy, along with his step brother and sister, Richard and Ann.

Tam married Thelma in 1953 and their children Claire, Simon and Sally (and Helen their grand-daughter) have given the couple much happiness over the years.

Tam joined the Army and was a serving Officer in the Royal Engineers until his retirement.  He then embarked on a demanding second career in the Civil Service until he fully retired in 1991 to his garden and hobbies.

Throughout Tam’s life there has been much travel and adventure.  He served in Japan, Malaya and India as well as closer to home and did two tours in Germany.  The latter accompanied by his family.

His hobbies included fly fishing and target shooting, interests he shared with his son.  He particularly enjoyed on these occasions the hefty picnics prepared by Thelma, eaten on a grassy bank or on the range.

He became a Warden and later the Curator of the Chippenham Museum.  He spent many enjoyable hours sorting and cataloguing archive material, a task he shared with Thelma.

During his retirement he was Secretary to the West Wiltshire Fly Fishing Guild, where he was meticulous and diligent – his skills appreciated by all.

Tam loved his garden and excelled in producing soft fruit, dahlia and roses.  Hours were spent in his workshop devising ways to bodge a job, often with a fair degree of success, it must be said.  He would always be accompanied by his loyal friend, Pat, his faithful German Shepherd dog.  He only emerged when the sun sank and Thelma rang the bell summoning him in for supper.  He raised chickens and ducks and helped to look after the sheep, taking special care to remain up at the “clean end” by being quick to volunteer to hold equipment or shine torches.

His sense of humour was legendary and it stayed with him to the end.  He was a meticulous planner and set himself high standards by which he lived his life and conducted his affairs. Tam fulfilled his role as a dutiful father and loving husband.  His family wanted for nothing, imbuing as he did a strong sense of security and strength.  He was certainly the rock upon which his family stood.  He was unselfish, generous and kind. His integrity and honesty were entwined in all he did. 

After his stroke in 2008, he lived at the Mavern Nursing Home where he was cared for by an army of wonderful people.  Tam died with his family around him, peaceful and serene, and has now been reunited with his beloved Thelma.  The world is a sadder place without him; certainly the family’s rock has gone but, like the excellent Engineer he was, the foundations he put down were well and truly laid.  He will never be forgotten.
The above tribute was read at Tam’s funeral. As a friend and as an associate in the Wessex Smallholders Association and as a colleague in the Guild, I would like to add that his reliability and thoroughness in office and his personality in company were both admired and liked. Louise and I have lost a good friend.

                                                                                                      John and Louise Williams
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