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Guild Meeting on Wednesday 13/05/2015                                    

Our Guest Speaker was John Ball of ‘Team England Fly Fishing’ 

 

John explained how he got involved with the English Team originally as a 

controller / observer.  The Team eventually concluded that he should  

become a Competitor; he was eventually selected to represent his country 

at the ripe old age of 53. His involvement then led him to becoming the 

team Treasurer (now retired) and it would seem the principle generator 

of funds. He further explained that despite a dearth of funding, Team 

England have done pretty well since the 1980’s when the World and the 

subsequently European Competitions began. The rules vary between each 

competition, the host team determine some of the finer rules and 

skulduggery abounds!!!!  

He then explained to us the evolution of the England Team from an 

original competition held between England & Scotland on Loch Leven in 

1928 to the now established World, European, Rivers, Bank and 5 Nation 

Competitions. The cost of representing England increases annually but he 

is optimistic for our future and speaks well of some of the younger 

contestants.  
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John came with a huge amount of tackle & fly tying kit to sell which, he 

explained, is either donated by TEFF sponsors or purchased at auction 

for the sole benefit of generating funds to finance Team England. He 

stated that they received no direct sponsorship from Sport England or 

The Lottery, instead, they rely on one main tackle supplier namely Hardy 

& Greys who are very generous and a few other tackle & associated kit 

manufacturers. The bulk of the costs are met where possible from the 

sale of tackle, which is sold on-line or at various sports & game fairs 

around the country. (sounds like a good place to start shopping ) 

Thereafter costs are absorbed by the individual team members 

themselves and qualifying competition entry fees. Unlike some countries 

where the Teams enjoy state sponsorship, all officers are unpaid 

He finished by talking about how we can help by volunteering to be boat 

men or volunteers at TEFF events, how catching fish in the final session 

of a competition is crucial.                                                                    

John then took various questions from the floor. 

NB:- I think I speak for all when I suggest that John is a real unsung 

hero of the English Fly Fishing Team and how little we actually know of 

the organisation that flies the flag for us all in our chosen sport.                                                                                                                                 

Chris Winsor                                                                                                                                        

(Looking forward to hearing Chris speak at September’s Guild Meeting. 

He has just returned from a fishing trip to Chile) . 

Signing Cheques. 

At the present time the Guild has three committee members authorised 

to sign cheques.  We are required to have two signatures on each cheque 

issued.                                                                                                                      

Stephen Keys has made enquiries at Barclays Bank regarding the 

possibility of electronic banking and has been told that we CAN transact 

business online, but only one signatory would be allowed.  The accounts 

are audited at the end of each year so there is, and will continue to be, an 

oversight of expenditure and cheques issued.                                                     

The Committee recommends that we proceed with electronic banking with 

only one Committee member, the Treasurer, being authorised to sign 

cheques. 

Insurance.                                                                      

Some years ago the Guild took out insurance with a broker now called the 
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Jelph Group.  We also joined what was then called ‘Fish Legal’ because we 

needed legal advice, and because that organisation was a campaigning 

body which we felt we ought to support.  Fish Legal was subsumed into 

the Angling Trust.  Part of the package that the Angling Trust provides, 

as a matter of course, is insurance through ‘Insure4Sport’.  We have 

become insured by two separate organisations. 

There are drawbacks to the policy provided by Jelph Group.  Under 7s 

and over 70s are not covered for personal risk and the limit set on 

Director’s Liability is only £100,000.  Jelph will not contemplate insuring 

over 70s and to increase the sum for Director’s Liability is prohibitive. 

The Insure4Sport does not provide cover for personal risk but the cover 

for Director’s Liability is £5,000,000.  Both of the packages cost more or 

less the same amount.                                                                                     

The Committee recommends that the Guild does not renew the policy with 

Jelph when it falls due in September, and that we rely upon the policy 

provided by the Angling Trust.  The Guild would save in the region of 

£200 per annum by so doing.  

Your Committee will propose making these changes at the Guild meeting 

to be held at the Shaw Hotel on Wednesday 10th June 2015.  If a member 

is not able to attend this meeting but wants to make his wishes known, 

votes by post, email or telephone will be accepted.  Please make such 

votes to our Secretary, Roger Henderson, at 

rogerhenderson@hotmail.com, 112 The Croft, Trowbridge, Wilts, BA14 

0RW, tel. 01225 762245.  

Extra Raffle - Pair of Day tickets for Farmoor Reservoir, Oxford 

Over the course of the May and June meetings we are holding a 

special raffle for a pair of four-fish day tickets for Farmoor donated 

to the Guild. The raffle tickets will be £5 each to win the pair of 

day tickets. We will make the draw at our June meeting.  

 

ANGLING TRUST FISH LEGAL   have a new website. Find new places to 

fish etc.   One of the venues highlighted is ’Woolaston Court Trout Lakes’ 

which I can highly recommend…..                                                                                                                           

http://www.fishlegal.net/ 
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LOOKING FORWARD……  Chew Boat Day….Sunday 31st May. 

Wednesday 10th June….Guild Meeting and Speaker – Fiona Dunster – 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust – ‘Source to sea’ project tackling invasive 

species, a third year update. 

Friday 12th June  -  The River Frome will be stocked today at 11:00am to 

12noon.   Could you please spare an hour and help Roger with handling the 

nets over the fence and down the bank. We're putting in 150 brown trout 

size approx. 10”/12”. Thank you.                                                                  

Wednesday 8th July…..Fullingbridge Lake visit, fishing and BBQ  

                      HURRAH!   IT’S MAYFLY TIME ! 
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The third and fourth weeks of May are usually the peak of the mayfly 

hatching season, which allows fly fishermen to catch highly prized wild 

fish, including brown trout in the country’s chalk streams using artificial 

flies that imitate the mayfly.  

Some fishermen pay up to £400 a day to fish in the best trout rivers 

during the mayfly season, traditionally known as Duffers Fortnight, 

because of the window of opportunity it provides.               

 

‘Raffles’  -  A note from John Sheppard  - 

     At the April meeting we were all discussing the future format of the 

Annual Raffle.  I recalled the fantastic prize I was lucky enough to win in 

the 2013 draw - “ A Full Day Fly Fishing Lesson with the Wiltshire Fly 

Fishing School.”   I should have kept quiet because immediately Robert, 

who is always after items for the newsletter, suggested I might like (ha, 

ha) to write a few paragraphs for this edition !! 

 Well, my special day with Jim Williams from the Fly Fishing School, took 

place in September after several reschedules due to poor conditions. At 

one stage you could have waded in flip-flops!                                                    

The day took place at Jim's venue, the River Coln at Fairford, an idyllic 

location with wild brown trout and lively grayling. 

 Morning saw me improving my distance casting in a convenient meadow 

even progressing to double hauling – which I still need to get right !!   

River skills were learnt such as (deliberately) laying slack line on the 

water to reduce the effect of currents bowing the line and dragging the 

fly unnaturally across any fish.  In addition, it was possible by deft 

sleight of hand to make the fly turn left or right so that it was possible 

to fish under branches or against a bank etc.  Impressive eh ??            

The only problem is, that whilst writing this, I realise I have forgotten 

how to do most of it !! 
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After a good lunch in the pub it was on with the waders and Jim chose to 

tackle us up with his favoured method for nymphing – a 10 foot,  3-4 # 

rod.                                                                                                          

Preferred flies were Pheasant Tail nymphs especially Red necked PT of 

various sizes. In fact, if Jim doesn't connect with fish he tends to either 

change fly size or depth of fishing. Depth of fishing is controlled by 

addition/removal of shot on the tippet. The shot is moved closer or 

further from the fly to adjust how it works in the current.                            

The 10 foot rod and 8' leader - (tippet was 4lb Guru N- gauge) for 

upstream nymphing enabled us to flick the fly into some of the deeper 

pools with minimum fly line on the water. By gradually lifting the rod as 

the fly comes through the pool it was possible to stay in close contact 

with any action.                                      Exciting eh? 

Like all those writers in the trout magazines it would be great to say “it 

wasn't long before I was into my sixth fish !!!”  - but honesty prevails!! – 

my fishing is never like that. In fact, actively feeding fish were hard to 

find.  I did however connect to a 3/4 lb wild brownie which put up a 

spirited fight and towards the end of the afternoon a good size stubborn 

grayling that was ignoring PT - eventually couldn't resist one of my own 

home-tied killer bugs! – Success!                                                                   

What an end to a superb day and a great raffle prize !! 

Thoroughly recommend Jim for a great day of tutoring and details are 

below for anyone interested. 

 Tight Lines, John Sheppard. 

 

 

 Contact. 

 E mail :     fly@fishinglessons.co.uk 

 website:     Wiltshire Fly Fishing School 
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The blond wulff  - a deadly Mayfly. 

 

LEADERS 

Droppered Leaders 

The ideal leader for nymphs and lures on rivers & lakes 
Droppered leaders have pre-tied droppers and are ready to fish on any 

waters. You just have to add your flies! Key is the decision over breaking 

strain. On rivers where fish are often small, using a 3 or 5 weight fly rod 

with a very light leader, maybe 7x just 1.8lb breaking strain, is more than 

sufficient. With a soft or medium action fly rod the rod absorbs the 

shock of the take and the leader should not break. 

Go on a lake and get a big trout hit on a 7 weight fast action rod and you 

have a problem. Fast action rods cast a long way but have very little "give" 

and can snap leaders!  Make sure you get the right size - don't use one 

that is too thin.  All the information you need is on the back of the 

Droppered leader packet. 

Tapered Leaders 

The ideal leader for a dry fly 
A tapered leader is most efficient for transferring energy from the fly 

line and continuing the magic curl of a cast, enabling the fly to drop gently 

to the water presenting in a true life like manner. Tapered leaders come 

in different lengths from different manufacturers, if you need longer 

add a stronger butt section to your leader, for example, if fishing for 

really spooky large fish, we will frequently add a 3 or even 6 foot 

extension of monofilament to the butt so that the fly line is well away 

from the fly. As an extreme example 15 foot extensions were once added 

to tapered leaders making 27 foot leaders for Golden Mahseer in India 

with 10lb tippets....the fish were really spooked when they saw the flyline. 
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Launching our 2015 Photographic Competition                         

Here is a grand photo taken at Blagdon Jetty entitled                                                             

‘The mallard is showing the coot what to do when the eggs hatch.’  

 As we approach summer and holidays, if you come across a scene which is 

loosely connected with our fishing pastime, please take a snap and send it 

to me for inclusion in the Competition.                                                                                       

The photo will be anonymous but will be included on the ‘home’ page of our 

website. Please give your photo a name. We had 20 entrants last year - so 

let’s see if we can beat that number! The best picture will be chosen by 

the Ladies at the Guild Dinner in November. So - lots of time to find that 

great shot and win a Trophy.  Please ‘have a go’ and submit to: 

robert.is@trouthooker.net 

 

No.1  
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BLAGDON LAKE 

Thought it was time to have a bloke with a fish in the newsletter...     

John and I went out on Blagdon last Friday 17th April. This was John's 

first of the day - a 4lber. An absolute beauty and with that tail it went 

straight down - there was no stopping it.  

We were fishing off Bell's Bush.   

           Johns line was broken by a larger fish later that morning. How do 

we know it was larger ? - Because four hours later I caught it with John's 

hook (his own tying) firmly attached alongside mine! John had another 

fish on at the same time so at first I thought I'd netted his fish - until I 

saw his line was still travelling away from the boat.                                                        

Photo & report by RH 

 

Well done John. What a beautiful Rainbow, in perfect condition. It has a tail like 

a spade!  

 Colin and I also visited Blagdon the following Thursday and what a fantastic day 

we had.   Plenty of fish on the red dial bach and red glass buzzer.                           

For the boat fisherman April has been a month to remember on both Blagdon 

and Chew Lakes!    Hoping this bodes well for our Chew Day Out on 31st.     

                                                                                                                     Rob. 
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HAPPY FISHING!...…..BOB                                                                                              

PS. 

ENGINEER VS MEDICAL DOCTOR                                                    

An engineer could not find a job, so he opens a medical clinic, and puts a 

sign outside that says, “Get treatment for £50, if not cured get back 

£100."                                                                                                         

A local doctor thinks this is a good opportunity to show up the engineer 

and earn a quick £100, so he visits the clinic                                           

Patient (the doctor): “ I have lost my sense of taste”.  

Engineer: “Nurse, bring the medicine from box No 22 and place 3 drops in 

the patient's mouth”.  

Patient (doctor): Spits out the medicine and says "Hey!! This is not 

medicine, it's gasoline."  

Engineer: “Congratulations! .. you're cured! You have your taste back 

....that   will be £50”                                                                                                             

Doctor gets annoyed at losing to the Engineer, and so he returns after 

several days determined to recover his money. 

Doctor : “I seem to have lost my memory and I can't remember a thing”.  

Engineer : “Nurse, bring the medicine from box No 22 and put 3 drops In 

the patient's mouth”.  

Doctor: "But that medicine is for the sense of taste!!"  

Engineer : "Congratulations! Your memory is back…...that'll be £50!"    The 

Doctor leaves again, but after several days angrily returns for one last 

try, and more determined than ever to recover his money. 

Engineer: "So what seems to be the problem?"  

Doctor : "My eyesight has suddenly become very weak".  

Engineer: "Well, seems I don't have any medicine for that. Here, take 

this £100 and go."  

Doctor : ...."But this is only a £10 note!!"  

Engineer : "Congratulations, your eyesight has got a lot better already!! .... 

                                      That will be £50 please”.  

                                               0o0o00o0o0                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

With the summer holidays looming, thought you may have a go at this  

- well it is to do with water!!     http://youtu.be/wY0RZ3MlbXc 


