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Next Guild Meeting  -  Wednesday 11th March.                            

Speaker: Malcolm Fisher                                               

Malcolm is a well known Fly-tyer and also a Blagdon & Chew Guide.  

 2015 Annual General Meeting 

It was very encouraging that so many members attended. The Chairman particularly 

thanked those members who have been proactive in making the Guild a success in 2014.  

The Treasurer confirmed that the Guild’s healthy bank balance means there are 

sufficient funds for subscription fees not to be increased for yet another year. 

The Committee was re-elected and Chris Winsor generously offered to fill the vacant 

Committee position of organising our programme of visiting speakers, and was duly 

elected. The Committee is now back to full strength – so we start 2015 in a strong 

position. 

Our President and Vice President were re-elected and Malcolm Bond joined them as a 

newly elected Vice President in recognition of his having served as Guild President from 

2002 to 2005 preceded by two terms as Chairman in the 1990’s.  Malcolm is currently 

Chairman of The South West Angling Trust. 

Finally the trophies were presented and whilst it is said that “no man really appreciates 

another man’s fish” members were free with their applause for those who had summoned 

up the mix of knowledge, skill, and watercraft (and a touch of good fortune ?) to carry 

away the silverware.  

2014 produced another batch of good fishing stories but perhaps 2015 will result in even 

better ones. 
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Chairman’s Report, WWFFG AGM                                                       

Wednesday 11th February 2015, Shaw Hotel, Melksham. 

During 2014 there have been significant changes in the way the business of the Guild 

has been conducted.   At the last Annual General Meeting three committee members, 

Robert Eadie, Colin Burbedge and Andy Moore, stepped down from the committee.  I 

took over as Chairman and during the course of the year Stephen Keys stepped forward 

to take up the office of Treasurer and Alan Kerr took on the role of Membership 

Secretary.   

We are at the end of the first year overseen by what is an essentially a brand new 

committee and I think that I can say that we have had a reasonably successful year.   

Stephen took over the Guild Accounts from myself and has ably steered them through 

their audit by Mrs Annette Bond.  He has brought fresh eyes to the task and he and 

Annette have introduced changes to simplify the task.  Alan has reviewed the 

membership process and has introduced new processes to speed up applications by new 

members and brought his IT knowledge to bear upon the issuing of yearly membership 

cards and fishing permits.  The new permits look very professional and will make the 

year to year issuing of permits much easier.  Both are to be congratulated on their 

efforts. 

On the membership front we had several new members join us and have others waiting 

to join.  It must be said that this is due to a large extent to Andy Moore’s efforts in 

2013 but Alan has made his contribution.  Membership continues to prosper and we have 

good numbers in the Guild at the moment both Social and Fishing. 

Social activities have been successful.  We have had a full and varied programme of 

interesting speakers, quizzes and a successful auction which, incidentally, contributed 

significantly to Guild funds.  We have had two courses during the year – fly tying 

overseen by Andy Greatwood and rod building under the eye of a former Guild Member 

Roger McCourtney.  Both events were co-ordinated by Roger Henderson.  Malcolm Bond 

again organised a very successful Skittles Evening.  We of course had our Annual Dinner 

held again at The Shaw Hotel and this proved to be very successful with an increase in 

the numbers attending. 

The Guild had a full programme of fishing events which were overseen by Gerry Tinson 

and Maurice Dyer.  Gerry and Maurice are not available to look after the fishing events 

in 2015 but I thank them for their efforts last year.  Unfortunately some of the events 

were not as well attended as we had hoped so the committee is reviewing that 

programme.  The Fullingbridge BBQ was as usual very successful and well attended.  The 

fishing was good but the highlight was the food prepared by Gerry Barnes.  He hit a new 

high in 2014 and I am sure that he will repeat this again in 2015.  The Hamper 

Competition was held at Manningford this year and was won by Robert Eadie – again! 

The day to day running of the Guild falls to the committee and I thank my fellow 

committee members for their efforts.  Mention has already been made of Gerry Tinson 
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and Maurice’s efforts but others should not be forgotten.  Gerry Barnes plugs away 

month after month with the raffles; Robert Eadie produces an increasingly professional 

newsletter and oversees our web site; Richard Cripps and John Dixon set quizzes which 

become more abstruse as the years go by; and Colin Burbedge continues to chair the 

Forums.  In short, gentlemen, the continuing success of the Guild rests with the 

membership and I would like to thank everyone who has made a contribution and look 

forward to everyone’s continuing support.                                             Mike Harris 

o0o0o0o0o 

Rod Building – Oct/Nov 2014 

 

The new season can’t come soon enough for the eight members who took part in the rod-

building course at the end of 2014 under the instruction of professional rod builder 

Roger McCourtney. Roger had set the bar at the only position he knows – very high; but 

it paid-off, because six weeks later we were each in possession of an exceptional rod 

whether it was a 7’ brook rod, 8’6” dry-fly rod, 9’6” reservoir rod or 15’ salmon rod.  

Roger is a master rod builder and the Guild is very grateful to him for again so 

generously passing-on his hard-won expertise. He has said he may not be able to lead 

courses like this again so those members who did take advantage of this opportunity may 

be the last. But who knows – Roger is a past Guild Member so he may be persuaded to 

return. 

2015 WWFFG Annual Membership Renewal - Fees 

Guild Social Membership Only:-     £40  

Guild Joint Social Membership Only :-   £45  

 Guild and River Fishing Membership :-  £110  

Coarse Fishing Subs:-  £60 

Your membership subscriptions are due to be paid by 1st March 2015.  

Could you please send your cheque (payable to WWFFG) to :-                                       

Mr. Stephen Keys, 16 Belfry Drive, Hullavington, Chippenham, Wilts.          

SN14 6QW    Many Thanks. 

Guild Fly-Tying sessions January 2015  

Several members took part and under Andy Greatwood’s tutelage successfully managed a 

wide range of the techniques used in some key patterns for dries, wets, emergers and 

lures. Although lacking the finesse of Andy’s, the flies we tied were quite presentable 

for early efforts, see photo. They were donated as raffle prizes.  

It was suggested we could have a fly-tying demo during a Guild meeting.   
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Tying flies whilst sipping a beer and chatting about fishing must rank as one of the 

better ways to spend an evening at this time of year. We are very grateful to Andy 

Greatwood for leading the three sessions, for his patient tutoring and for his great 

generosity in providing the materials.  

 
Some of the Flies tied at the Guilds Fly-tying Sessions                                                                  

Thanks to ‘Coachman’ Andy and to Roger for the reports. 

A Change to the Guild’s WEBSITE 

http://wwffg.t15.org/ 

Username: wwffglogin                                                                                                                                                                                     

Password: nicetrout 

There are a couple of changes to the website. Firstly, when logging-on you will find a new 

page intended for non-members who may have heard about, or are interested in joining 

our Club. This will show them some details about our Guild and activities and give them 

enough information without them being able to log-on.                                                  

The Membership Secretary’s  e-mail address is at the bottom of this opening page. 

Secondly a new ‘tickling trout’ button showing ‘forms’ has been added.    On this page at 

present there are two forms (excel format) which are the fishing returns for our 

rivers, one for the Frome and one for the Mole/Yeo.  These can be downloaded and 

printed off by Members who fish the rivers and they can then return them to the 

respective River Officer. 

It is important that Roger and Malcolm receive the river fish returns, so that they can 

collate the number of visits by Members and the fish caught etc. In the case of the 

River Frome this information will also help with stocking decisions.                                                                                                                   

The River Officers must receive the form(s) well before the Rivers Meeting held in 

November please. 
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THE RIVER TAW  FISHERIES ASSOCIATION  

 

AUCTION 

 

The auction takes place at the RTFA AGM on 20th March 2015.                       

Jon Jonik is willing to make any bids on behalf of any WWFFG Member.      
Please contact Jon with your bid. 
 
 

 

           o0o0o0o0o0o 

PHOTO COMPETITION 

Our 2015 Guild Photograph Competition is open to all Members. 

With the start of the new season almost upon us if you happen to come across a  
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 GUILD PHOTOGRAPH COMPETITION 

Calling all ‘snappers’ ! We will have the photo competition again this year.        

SO send pictures you take in 2015 of anything (loosely) to do with Fishing,         

to  robert.is@trouthooker.net for inclusion on the website.  

Please give the photo a title, all will be displayed anonymously.  

Later on, your photos will be printed so they can be pinned to a board for 

judging by the Ladies at the Annual Guild Dinner.                                             

The Ron Long Trophy will be awarded to the winner.                                         

This is a light hearted competition - so have a go!                                                         
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BRISTOL WATER  2015  Fishing Prices 

Boat Permits 
Chew 

Valley Blagdon Litton 

Full £38.50 £33.00 £55.00 

Concessionary £36.00 £31.00 £55.00 

Afternoon (12pm/8am) £33.00 £28.00 £55.00 

Evening (after 4pm) £26.50 £23.50 £55.00 

Junior £26.50 £22.50 £45.00 

Petrol engine hire for Blagdon 
Add £7 per person full day, 

 £5 afternoon, £3 Evening 

 

 

Bank Permits All Waters Chew & Barrow Barrow 

Full £23.50 £19.50 £16.50 

Concessionary £21.50 £17.50 £15.00 

Afternoon                           

(3pm onwards) £18.50 £16.50 £14.50 

Junior £11.00 £9.00 £7.50 
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Bristol Waters 

Fisheries Stats to end of 2014 

17-10-2014 to 23-10-2014 
Average Weight (Season) 

2lb 9oz 

Best Brown lbs ozs (To date) 

8lb 8oz 

Best Rainbow lbs ozs (To date) 
11lb 2oz 

Number of Rods (To date) 

12154 

Number of Trout Caught (To date) 
38956 

 

 

OPENING DAYS….2015 

 

Blagdon -  Opening Day Saturday 7th March with season permit holders 

enjoying their special start day on Thursday 5th March. Winter Permit 

prices commence Thursday October 15th.  Boat fishing will finish on 

Saturday 31st October and Bank Fishing Monday 30th November. 

 

Chew Valley – Opening Day Saturday 14th March with season permit 

holders enjoying their special start day on Thursday 12th March. Winter 

Permit prices commence Thursday 15th October. Boat Fishing will end on 

Sunday 8th November and Bank Fishing Monday 30th November. 

 

Barrows – Opening Day Saturday 28th February with season permit 

holders enjoying their special start day on Thursday 26th February. 

Barrows will then remain open all year round except for Christmas Day.  

 

THE GUILD’S  ‘Tam Pearce Trophy’ Competition on CHEW LAKE                                     

Six boats have been booked on Chew Lake for Sunday 31st May 2015.                                   

If you would like to fish this popular competition, two Members to a 

boat, then please contact co-ordinator Jon Jonik.                              

There are 12 places which get taken up quite quickly so please 

reserve your place with Jon now. 
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Mole & Yeo Bank Management Day - Saturday 21st March 

Dear All,    for those who fish the Mole & Yeo, please make a note in your 

diaries that the planned day's work will be taking place on Saturday 21st 

March.                                                                                                        

Please let me know by email (malbond1@btinternet.com) or phone 

(07785 327992) if you are coming down to help.                               

The plan this year is to tackle the very top end of the Yeo at Bish Mill, 

and the work will mainly be light pruning of the trees to allow casting, so 

please bring extending poles with saws and nippers, as well as the usual 

long-handled pruners.                                                                                                   

I will bring the chainsaw and safety gear, just in case we find anything 

heavier that needs tackling. A couple of points to note: 

• Firstly, the river runs at the back of people's properties (including 

the mill house and the pub), so we will need to be careful 

regarding access, and careful with what we do regarding the 

brash etc. I will liaise with the owners in advance, to discuss 

access, and the brash removal, or its stowage. 

• Secondly, parking is limited. We cannot park in the pub car park, 

and the only potential parking spot is about 75 yds to the west of 

the road bridge, but there is limited room, and we don't want to 

block access for farm vehicles etc.. If several people go in one 

vehicle, that would be great. I will do a reccy in advance, and let 

everyone who is going know. 

Coincidentally, on the Friday (20th March), the R. Taw Fisheries 

Association is holding its AGM, Auction & Dinner at the High Bullen 

Hotel.  

I will be driving down Friday morning, fish early afternoon if I get the 

chance, B&B locally, may be two nights, and possibly fish again on the 

Sunday. 

If anyone else wishes to attend the AGM and book the dinner (£21), let 

me know, and I will email you the booking form. You will need to send the 

form and a cheque to Mac McCarthy, RTFA Hon. Treasurer, at Red Lion 

Cottage, The Square, North Molton, Devon, EX36 3HR, by no later 

than 6th March. You can make reference to WWFFG being an RTFA 

member, if you are not already an individual member. 

Any questions on any of the above, please contact me.     Malcolm Bond 
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LOOKING FORWARD……..                                                                               

APRIL                                                                                                             

Guild Meeting April 8th   A Guild Members Forum will be arranged        

with Colin Burbedge in the chair. Come and air your thoughts on our great 

hobby of angling. 

MAY                                                                                                            

13th May  -  Guild Business Meeting -  Speaker - Jon Ball 

from TEFF/AT (Team England Fly Fishing / Angling Trust) will be our 

guest speaker at this Meeting and will be bringing his stall of very cheap 

goodies!  

HAPPY FISHING …..BOB                                                                               

PS. 

 

Hey Lads, we’ve got competition.............Just look at this video clip! 

(After the Advert) 

Ctrl & click…….. 

http://youtu.be/uBuPiC3ArL8 


