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Next Guild Meeting  -  Wednesday May 13th 2015                              

Speaker – John Ball – ‘Team England’ Fly-Fisher 

 

The last Guild Meeting Wednesday 8th April 2015…….. 

Open Forum 

Adroitly led by Colin B, this was our annual ‘Big (fishing) Conversation’ 

when we exchange hints, tips and philosophical thoughts. Colin started by 

getting us to think about Arthur Ransome (of Swallows and Amazons 

fame) fishing the Nadder, (he lived nearby at the village of Hatch, nr 

Tisbury) when he wasn’t fishing in Russia, with a permit personally signed 

by Trotsky. This led to quoting wise words on angling by Izaac Walton  

from The Compleat Angler : “Angling is escaping into something which 

anglers feel is the real world and not the one they’ve left behind for the 

day”. 

Also from others such as Sir Henry Wotton……who was ‘a most dear lover, 

and a frequent practiser of the art of angling’, of which he would say            

“it was an employment for his idle time, which was not then idly spent……a 

rest to his mind, a cheerer to his spirits, a diverter of sadness, a calmer 

of unquiet thoughts, a moderator of passions, a procurer of 
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contentedness; and that it begat habits of peace and patience in those 

that professed and practised it. “                  

To keep it light we soon had Colin back telling us how he catches all those 

fish on Chew, summarised by Robert’s tip for a good day on Chew - locate 

where the fish are, find their depth and spoon them to discover what 

colour of fly they are taking – then fish that colour. 

This was a ‘nugget filled’ wide-ranging hour and a half, and we are very 

grateful to Colin for leading our open-forum session again this year. 

 

 

Ernie Ford – (1st February 1932 – 6th April 2015) 

Founder Member of The West Wilts Fly Fishers Guild 

  

Sadly Ernie recently passed away at home and although he hadn’t been in 

contact with the Guild for many years he was instrumental in the creation 

of our Club. In May 1981 jointly with John Henderson of West’s Fishing 

Tackle shop in Trowbridge they organised the first meeting at Lovemead 

House, Trowbridge which was attended by about twenty people and 

formed the West Wilts Fly Fishers Guild. Only a few had fly fishing 

experience but by the end of the first year fly tying, casting tuition, 

guest speakers and visits to local waters became an integral part 

of the unique identity of the Club which we enjoy to this day. 

  

Ernie was an enthusiastic ‘self appointed’ bailiff who recruited many of us 

whilst checking our licences on the river bank and he organised and ran 

the fly tying sessions for many years. 

He was a superb fly tyer and an excellent tutor, always experimenting 

using new materials and methods and very precise when judging our flies! 

Ernie wasn’t a committee man but in recognition of his contribution he 

was appointed President from 1986 until 1992 and although 

we hadn’t seen much of him in recent years he always asked what we were 

up to and was proud of being a founder member. 

The funeral has already taken place and I have sent a card to Thelma and 

family on behalf of All the members. 

                                                                                  Jon Jonik - President 
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LOOKING FORWARD……                                                                                                                                

 

CHEW BOAT CUP – ‘The Tam Pearce Trophy’ – Sunday May 31st          

Six boats have been reserved and so far we have 10 names which means 

we still have room for two more Anglers. Members confirmed are Jon 

Jonik, Gerry Barnes, Bryan Hussey, Andy Greatwood, Colin Burbedge, 

Robert Eadie, Richard Arney, David Griffiths, Chris Holt and Roger 

Henderson. Please contact Jon Jonik to book your place. We aim to meet 

at the Lodge for Breakfast at 8:30am when we will agree tactics and boat 

partners. The emphasis this year will be for all of us to fish as a ‘team’ so 

as to maximise our chances of success and we will all come in for lunch 

at 1pm. Depending on results and conditions we may if appropriate swap 

boat partners for the afternoon and agree a finish time, although some 

will want to go out again for the evening. 

Guild Meeting   Wednesday June 10th. Our Speaker will be Fiona 

Dunster of the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust giving us a Year 3 update on the 

‘Source to sea’ project tackling invasive species.  

Wednesday 8th July…. A visit to Fullingbridge Lake with Guild BBQ.                                   

o0o0o0o0o 

                                                                                                                                            

Amateur Video on how to fish a buzzer successfully…………https://youtu.be/A6ko0G2uUls 
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Bank Managemant on the Devon Rivers 

Below a photo of The River Yeo  (Saturday 21st March) when we did the 

bank work. Looking downstream towards Bish Mill bridge. You can see our 

bonfire smoke in the distance. We were clearing the left hand bank.      

As you can see the water was very clear and though shallow at this spot, 

there were some good deep runs and pools all the way up to the end of 

our stretch. Quite accessible too.                                    Photo – R.H.                                                      

 

Beavers                                                                                                            

The beaver family residing on the River Otter in Devon has passed 

DEFRA’S health test for tapeworm and will be allowed to stay! 

 



 5 

 

This time of the year these flies come into their own on the river and 

stream. Give them a try! 

• Elk Hair Caddis Black 

• Elk Hair Caddis Brown 

• Elk Hair Caddis Olive 

• Elk Hair Caddis Tan 

• Beadhead Pheasant Tail Nymph 

• Endrick Spider Copper 

• Beadhead Gold Ribbed Hares Ear 

0o0o0o0o0o0o0 

The following 2 Videos, while having nothing to do with fishing, are very 

interesting!                                                                                              

The GERMANS are always coming up with incredible stuff. This has to be 

one of the slickest machines they ever engineered. 

 Control and click…….. 

AeroMobil: Flying car 

ALSO…………Is this a horse or a dog?.... 

 https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/M8YjvHYbZ9w?rel=0 

 

Inferno Bug 

 

 

 

Sedge - A VIP 
Species 

 

Sedges are one of the important species of fly for fly fishermen. There 

is nothing like seeing a sedge skating across the surface of a river or 

lake, especially when we see that great wake or hear the big 'sloop' as it 

is swallowed down by a greedy trout.                                                              
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Look out for the Grannom (below) hatches on the Frome at Tellisford. 

      Goddards Caddis 

There are actually over 200 species of sedge 

flies identified in the UK, but only 20 are of major interest for fly 

fishermen with really just 4 of key interest on rivers and streams. That 

said, caddis flies are prevalent worldwide and particularly abundant in 

Eastern streams in America. 

 

OOO FIND THE FISH OOO 

1    (bass) OON                                     13   - - - - - - CATCHER                                  

2    - - - - - IANT                                    14   - - - - - ANCE 

3    - - - - ENTER                                   15   - - - - STAFF 

4    - - - - BY                                         16   - - - - ER 

5    - - - - BER                                      17   - - - - - - ELLA  

6    - - - SWALLOP                              18   S - - - - BLE  



 7 

7    - - - BLE                                         19   S - - - - N  

8    ENC - - - - -                                    20   - - - - - BOARD  

9    F - - - INGS                                    21   - - - - - ING  

10   FOR - - - - TE                                  22   - - - - MNITY 

11   - - - - - - - BONE                             23   - - - - - GY  

12  - - - - - - - POT                                 24   S - - - - -                                                  

                         

 HAPPY FISHING….BOB    

  

 PS. 

 

THIS IS A NON PARTISAN JOKE THAT CAN BE 

ENJOYED BY All PARTIES! 

NOT ONLY THAT--  

IT IS POLITICALLY CORRECT!!  
 

(And it does not matter in which country you reside!) 
 

While walking down the street one day a Member of Parliament is 

tragically hit by a truck and dies. 

His soul arrives in heaven and is met by St. Peter at the entrance. 

'Welcome to heaven,' says St. Peter. 

'Before you settle in, it seems there is a problem. We seldom see a high 

official around these parts you see,  

so we're not sure what to do with you.' 

'No problem, just let me in,' says the man. 

'Well, I'd like to, but I have orders from higher up. What we'll do is have 

you spend one day in hell and one in heaven. 

Then you can choose where to spend eternity.' 

'Really, I've made up my mind. I want to be in heaven,' says the MP. 

'I'm sorry, but we have our rules.' 

And with that, St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and he goes down, 

down, down to hell. 

The doors open and he finds himself in the middle of a green golf course. 

In the distance is a clubhouse and standing in front of it are all his 

friends and other politicians who had worked with him.  
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Everyone is very happy and in evening dress. They run to greet him, shake 

his hand, and reminisce about the good times they had while getting rich 

at the expense of the people. 

They play a friendly game of golf and then dine on lobster, caviar and 

champagne. Also present is the devil, who really is a very friendly & nice 

guy who has a good time dancing and telling jokes. They are having such a 

great time that before he realizes it, it is time to go. Everyone gives him 

a hearty farewell and waves while the elevator rises.... 

The elevator goes up, up, up and the door reopens on heaven where St. 

Peter is waiting for him. 'Now it's time to visit heaven.' So, 24 hours pass 

with the MP joining a group of contented souls moving from cloud to 

cloud, playing the harp and singing. They have a good time and, before he 

realizes it, the 24 hours have gone by and St. Peter returns. 

'Well, then, you've spent a day in hell and another in heaven. Now choose 

your eternity.' The MP reflects for a minute, then he answers: 'Well, I 

would never have said it before, I mean heaven has been delightful, but I 

think I would be better off in hell.' 

So St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and he goes down, down, down to 

hell. Now the doors of the elevator open and he's in the middle of a 

barren land covered with waste and garbage. He sees all his friends, 

dressed in rags, picking up the trash and putting it in black bags as more 

trash falls from above.  

The devil comes over to him and puts his arm around his shoulder. 'I 

don't understand,' stammers the MP. 

'Yesterday I was here and there was a golf course and clubhouse, and we 

ate lobster and caviar, drank champagne, and danced and had a great 

time. Now there's just a wasteland full of garbage and my friends look 

miserable. What happened?  

The devil looks at him, smiles and says,  

 

                               ' Yesterday we were campaigning..’  
 

                                 oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

Find the fish – ANSWERS: 

1. Bass          6. Cod        11. Herring       16. Ling           21. Smelt 

2. Brill          7. Dab        12. Lobster      17. Salmon      22. Sole 

3. Carp         8. Roach     13. Oyster        18. Crab         23. Squid 

4. Chub        9. Eel          14. Perch          19. Hake         24. Tench. 

5. Clam         10. Tuna     15 Pike             20. Skate                                      

   Quiz supplied by Tim 


