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WEST WILTS FLYFISHERS GUILD  

                          
 

 
 

Members of the Wild Trout Trust 
 

Website: http://wwffg.t15.org/ 

 

JUNE 2015 NEWSLETTER 
 

 

Next Guild Meeting at the Shaw Hotel…..Wednesday September 9th 7.30pm 

          ‘The Life of the Stream’ presented by Richard Cripps. 
 

Guild Meeting 10th June    
Wiltshire Wild Life Trust – The ‘Source to Sea’ project. The third year. 

 
This year is the last of the three year project. The Environment Agency and 

Dorset, Hampshire and Wiltshire WLTs have joined forces to tackle invasive 
non-native plant and animal species throughout the Hampshire Avon catchment, 
from Pewsey down to Christchurch. They have surveyed 450 Km of river banks 

to-date. Martin of WWLT came and gave us a progress report on Himalayan 
Balsam  - (see photo next page), Japanese Knotweed and Signal Crayfish so far, 
also tips on how we could tackle the same problems on the River Frome. It 

seems Orange Balsam, Giant Hogweed and American Skunk Cabbage invasions 
may not be far behind. 
Himalayan Balsam is best eradicated by pulling in June before flowers form, 
pulping the plants then putting in a bio-digester. Seeds last just 18 months so 
eradication is possible if rivers are tackled as a whole, not piecemeal, this is 
integral to the Angling Plan we are putting together, with others, for the 
Somerset Frome. 
It was a very informative presentation and an eye-opener to the devastation 

invasive species can cause when they are left un-checked. We are very grateful 
to Wiltshire Wild Life Trust.  
For more information Google: ‘Source To sea Project’.   
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Himalayan Balsam 
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Congratulations to Chris Holt. He won the pair of ‘Farmoor Reservoir Day’ 

tickets in the raffle. 

 

                                  ooooooOoooooo 

 

Fullingbridge Farm Lake Meet & BBQ , near Westbury – 8th July 2015. 

  

This is one of our most popular outings of the year, enjoying fishing on a 
pleasant lake and joining your fellow anglers for a barbeque. 
For the benefit of our newer Members, instead of our usual monthly meeting at 

the Shaw Hotel, Wednesday 9th July takes us to Fullingbridge to enjoy fishing 
the lake and having a free barbeque, funded by the Guild. 
 

Our ‘meeting’ begins around 3:00pm, with the barbeque at 6:30pm,  
We pack up at 9:00pm. 
We can keep the first 2 trout caught, then it’s ‘catch and release’ on barbless 

hooks, gently returning the fish. 
The charge for the fishing is £15 (cash please) and if you would like to join a 
‘sweep’ (not compulsory) for an extra £2, the heaviest bag of the first two fish 

caught will ‘net’ a cash prize. Half the sweep money will go to club funds.  
Please bring a chair for seating at the barbeque. Let’s hope the day will be fair 

and clement!  It would be great to see you, hope you can make it. 
Gerry who normally arranges the BBQ has hurt his leg and will not be able 

to do it this year - SO we are looking for volunteers.                                         

Please let Roger H. know if you can help. 
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Directions – From Trowbridge take A350 from Yarnbrook towards 
Westbury….pass N.T. Heywood House on the left. After a few hundred yards 
take the next sharp turning left, – opposite a lay-by – then ¾ of a mile down this 
lane (Capps Lane) find Fullingbridge Farm Lake entrance on left.                     
For Sat. Nav. Users: BA13 4NB. 

 
 

 

 

River Frome Bank Management Wednesday 27th May 

Those of you who have fished The Frome since Wednesday 27th  May will have 

seen the difference four chaps and three brush cutters can make.                 
Left unchecked, several sections of the riverside footpath down to Pomeroy 
Wood and beyond to the flume would have rapidly become an impenetrable mass 

of chest high nettles.  
It was two hours of very hard work but thanks to Jon, David and Richard, 
fishing at Tellisford is now a much more pleasant experience and safer - 

because we can now see where we are putting our feet.  
There are however still sections of tall grass and parsley which we didn’t have 

time to cut, and here members need to watch for trip hazards, as a lot of tree 
cutting was done at the end of last year.  
In addition some steps were cut into the bank at a couple of key points.         

Use with caution. 
Be careful also on beat 13 ’Bog Stretch’ because the bank has a cut away into 
the footpath to trap the unwary. The area around it has been cleared of 

vegetation but don’t be so engrossed in looking at the river that you fail  
to spot it!  
The riverside footpath on beats 1 and 2 is very uneven because the bank  

has collapsed in places and you could lose your balance carrying tackle. 
 



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
                         
              
 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
                         [The new Orvis priest exceeds expectations] 
 
We advise members to avoid this section and take advantage of the foam 
padding over the barbed wire further down for access.                   Roger   
    

          variant damsel nymph 
                
                 Can you remember as a young person hearing this …..? 
 

Upon the river bank serene 
A fisher sat where all was green 

And looked it. 
 

He saw (when light was growing dim) 
The fish - or else the fish saw him -  

And hooked it. 
 

He took with high erected comb 
The fish - or else the story - home 

And cooked it. 
 

Recording Angels by his bed 
Weighed all that he had done or said - 

                              And booked it.                       Anon                                                                                                      
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More photos for the Competition have been flowing in………. 
 

 
 

Red-veined Darter and its shadow on white marble. 
     

 

              
 

 

Nesting Swans with six cygnets 
 

Send more photos in please! 
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Some of you have seen this video before but it is certainly worth a second look 
 
That Great fishing character  - Jack Hargreaves - tying and fishing the Mayfly. 
 
https://youtu.be/0vvMHXLx3W0 
 

Dated video - but keep watching through to the second video.  
 

                                                                                    Gerry T. 

 
LOOKING FORWARD……. 
 

Sunday 28th June……… ‘Chew Boat Cup’ Competition Day 
Wednesday July 8th…..Fullingbridge Lake fishing and BBQ visit. From 3:00pm….. 

Wednesday 9th September…Guild Meeting.  Richard C. gives us a talk on ’The 
Life of the Stream’.  
Sunday 13th September…Archery and BBQ Afternoon at Brian & Ruth 

Thornton’s Farm. Members and Family welcome.  Always a superb day. 

 

 
  

True tales of poachers from T&S 1972 

Continued….'an orange peel lure' 

 
“years later I met again that lad who had scooped up trout intoxicated by gin 
soaked bread and he had grown into a handsome fellow, and like his father he 
had become a clever poacher. Sure enough I found him early one Sunday 
morning having just landed a 16lb salmon. 
 
I took the fish from him, saying: "if you are caught again it means a summons, I 
suggest that you try your tricks up at Longham". 
Now at that time nobody took much interest in that part of the river. Anyone 
might be seen there. In fact two of my rods had spent a long day there and 
failed to find a fish. Besides, it was not considered 'good taking' water. 
Odd it may seem but my ginger-headed poacher went up to this water a day or 
two later. He took two salmon in the morning and two more later in the 
afternoon. Not satisfied, he went back in the evening and got his fifth salmon. 
He told me the lure he used was a roll of orange peel inside a scarab jacket.  
The fish were 25lb, 24lb, 18lb, 18lb and 11lb.” 
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Stocking River Frome Friday 12th June 
Everything went smoothly, even the weather was kind to us with the rain holding 
off, apart from a brief light shower which wasn’t enough to stop the delivery 
vehicle getting back out of the field, for a change.  
So now we have 150 superb conditioned 10” to 12” brown trout in the pools from 
Tellisford Packhorse bridge down to Pomeroy Wood. They have been marked 
with a small blue dye spot on the belly to distinguish them from the wild fish 
(see photo) this indicates that they can be taken for the table. They are 
triploid fish (now an Environment Agency requirement) to prevent them from 
cross-breeding with wild fish and adversely affecting our native stock.   
Particular thanks to Richard A, John S, Mike H and Jon J. 
                                                                                                      Roger - Frome River Keeper 
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Panning for Gold at Tellisford ?????????           

  

 No sorry! It is in fact Roger and me taking a kick sample and checking the type and 
number of invertebrates which are living in the river. 

We attended a training course at the end of March this year run as part of the 
Riverfly Monitoring Initiative (RMI) and have selected and registered a suitable site on 
our water at Tellisford. With the reduction in funding for the Environmental 
Agency (EA) there is a need for others to take part in the Riverfly Partnership. 

The idea is that we monitor the site every month (when conditions allow) and armed 
with waders, a good net, several buckets and a magnifying glass, determine the number 
and evidence of eight “indicator” invertebrate species. These will show the quality of 
the water and when compared to a “trigger level” supplied by the EA should provide an 
early warning system of possible pollution requiring further investigation. 

 Hopefully the frequency of our monitoring will be better (although not so detailed) as 
that previously provided by the EA. 

Our results will be downloaded onto a national database and should provide some good 
information since this exercise is being carried out across the country. 

As regards our water at Tellisford, a 3 minute kick sample showed several hundred 
Olive nymphs and even more caseless caddis.  

The photo below shows some of the Caseless Caddis – you can see why fish sometimes 
ignore our presentations of fur, wool etc when they have such a wide and plentiful 
supply of the little critters in their grasp.            Tight Lines !              John S 
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Sedge pupa 

 

Stillwater Fishing Techniques 

When we watch caddis/sedges we see them on the surface of the water moving 
in bursts so we should do the same with our fishing flies. Cast single flies using 

tapered leaders and twitch retrieve the fly, pull it 12 to 18 inches then stop, 
this mimics the natural fly. Another deadly alternative rig is to 
suspend buzzers or diawl bach nymphs below the caddis as they are highly 

buoyant, we call this the banker rigs as it is so deadly. 

 

 

 
NB- Alan and Roger have created a video describing road and path access to 
the River Frome from the Tellisford village side. This film can be viewed on the 

‘river frome’ page of the Guild’s website by clicking the link. 
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The next edition of the Newsletter will be sent at the end of September.  
HAPPY FISHING and enjoy your holidays!..........BOB 
 
 

 
 

Thanks for sharing your card Roger - and a Belated Happy Birthday to you!  


