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THE WEST WILTS FLYFISHERS GUILD                                                                                    

 
               Members of the Wild Trout Trust 

 

Website: http://wwffg.t15.org/ 

 

OCTOBER 2014 NEWSLETTER 
 

Guild Meeting October 8th    

Firstly a General Meeting was held. One item on the Agenda was that Andy 

Moore is standing down as Membership Secretary. 

Alan Kerr has volunteered to take on this role. 

The meeting continued with an Auction of angling items and memorabilia. 

There were lots of interesting lots!  

Auctioneer Jon did a great job steering us through the plethora of items. 

Stephen Keys did sterling work on collating the bids. 

Total sales for the auction came to £539:50 a percentage of which will be 

donated to club funds. This will be a valuable help towards future club 

activities.   

Thanks to all those who contributed items and supported by bidding. 

 

Guild Meeting September 10th 

– Guest Speaker – Roger McCourtney of Peregrine Rods                  

This meeting included a planning session for the rod building course during 

October/November. Roger took details of members’ requirements and 

deposits for the rod building. Approximately ten members will be building rods 

from October. 

Extraordinary General Meeting 10th September, 2014. 

An EGM was held on Wednesday 10th September 2014 for the purpose of 

electing a Treasurer.  Stephen Keys had put his name forward and he was 

unanimously elected to the role. He will make an excellent Treasurer and will 
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take up his position when Barclays have ratified him as a signatory of the 

cheque book.  Welcome aboard, Stephen! 

 

Andy Moore. 

It is with regret that Andy Moore, due to personal circumstances, has had to 

step down from the role of WWFFG Committee Member with the special 

responsibility of Membership Secretary. 

In addition to the usual requirements of the role of compiling and circulating 

the Membership List (no mean feat in itself) Andy implemented a process for 

hastening tardy subscription renewals, which has resulted in the fastest 

closing of the subscription list in the nine years in which I have been involved 

with the Committee.  A remarkable achievement! 

As well as being a conscientious Committee member Andy has used his IT 

skills to provide us with maps of the Devon Rivers and has instigated Coarse 

River Days.  These days have extended our use (and knowledge) of the River 

Frome and are becoming increasingly popular.  He showed his talents as an 

auctioneer last year and has provided the foundations for this year’s event.  

Andy has also been very active in encouraging new members – the Guild lives or 

dies by its membership so his efforts are much appreciated. 

Andy is a continuing member of the Guild and I hope that it will not be too 

long before we see him back amongst us.  He was a loyal committee member, 

supporting first John De Cesare, and latterly myself.  I regret his absence 

from the Committee. 

                                                                                             Mike Harris, 
                                                                                            Chairman. 

 

 

WWFFG Annual Dinner to be held at the Shaw Hotel, Bath 

Road, Shaw, Melksham, SN12 8EF, Friday 21st November 

2014, 7.30 for 8p.m. 
Please make your choices from the menu shown on the next page and contact 

Stephen Keys with the names and numbers of your guests and with your menu 

choices.  

Tickets are £30 per person which includes the meal and a glass of wine.  

Please make your cheques payable to WWFFG and send to  

Mr Stephen Keys, WWFFG Treasurer,   

16 Belfry Drive, Hullavington, Chippenham,    SN14 6QW,  

No later than 10th November please because the hotel needs notice of menu 

choices and the numbers attending. 
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MENU  
 

Homemade Soup of the Day 

 

Home Made Thai Fishcakes  
Accompanied by a Sweet Chilli Sauce and a Salad Bouquet 

 

Pan Fried Mushrooms  
In a Tomato and Basil Sauce glazed with Mozzarella Cheese 

Partnered by Garlic Bread 

 

Ribbons of Sweet Melon 
Centred with Parma Ham and Black Pepper 

 

A Gateau of Avocado Pear and Prawns 
Crowned with Smoked Salmon and presented on a Nest of Picked Salad Leaves 

 

*  *  *   

 

Fillet Steak 
Topped with a Smooth Liver Pate then coated with a Madeira and Wild Mushroom Jus 

 

Fillet of Salmon  
Filled with Cream Cheese, Lime and Coriander then baked in Filo Pastry 

Served with a Roast Red Pepper Sauce 

 

Breast of Chicken  
Coated with a Soft Green Peppercorn, Brandy and French Mustard Cream Sauce 

Garnished with Straw Potatoes 

 

Roast Mediterranean Vegetable Tart with Pine Nuts 
Served with a Fresh Tomato Garlic Sauce 

 

The main courses are all served with a selection of potatoes and fresh vegetables 

 

*  *  *   

 

Fresh Fruit Salad 

Coffee, Chocolate and Caramel Tiramisu 

Home Made Apple and Almond Pie served with Custard 

Sticky Toffee Pudding served with Whipped Cream 

Ice Cream or Sorbet 

Cheese and Biscuits 

 

*  *  *   

 

Filter Coffee    
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ARCHERY DAY   

 

 
 

BBQ & Archery Day Sunday 14th September  

A very big thank you to our hosts Ruth and Brian Thornton who once again 

provided superb BBQ facilities in their open barn setting with Ruth’s 

homemade summer tarts to finish an excellent culinary afternoon. Gerry 

Barnes brought along his homemade trifle which all agreed was superb -

although we thought it not wise to drive after more than two spoonfuls! The 

weather was very warm and we all had a go at the archery. This year most of 

the arrows hit the targets we were aiming for and it soon became clear that 

Maurice of Corsham must have had some distant Welsh ancestry as he showed 

his prowess with the long bow. A big thanks also for the Archery tutors who 

were very patient. A great way to spend a Sunday afternoon.                                                                          

Jon 

 

 

 
Photos taken by Russell Bond 
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LOOKING FORWARD….. 

 
This Sunday October 19th … 
Christmas Hamper Competition at Manningford Fishery  -   
Fishing 9:00am to 3:oopm.  

Three fish ticket …£30 

Address: Manningford Bohune, Pewsey, Wiltshire.   Sat Nav: SN9 6NR 

Phone:01980 630033. Please inform Gerry T. if you intend to participate. 

 

 

Rivers Meeting…It would be great if all River Members would attend. 

Guild members also welcome.   Thursday 6th November…7:30pm …Shaw hotel. 

 

 
Grayling Fishing on the River Wylie.   Sunday 9th November. 

Please contact Richard Cripps for more information. 
   

 
WWFFG Meeting…  - Wednesday 12th November  – 

Guest Speaker -   Dr Mark Everard –  

His talk is entitled  "Aquatic biologist by training, Fisherman by nature".  

          

Raffle Tickets 

The Christmas raffle 
 1st   Prize will feature a superb new  Greys GR50 8'6" #5 rod, 

 2nd  Prize an Orvis Reel - #3/5 Access Mid Arbour and is black, ideal for 

brooks and streams. (retail value £130)  

 3rd  Prize - Andy Greatwood is tying  a range of 50 flies.  Flies of that 

quality from Fullingmill would cost £60 but they'll be tied with Andy's singular 

knowledge and experience of tying a ‘fish-catching fly’.  

 

Tickets will be drawn at the Guild Dinner on Fri 21st November. They will be 

on sale at our November meeting and during the evening of the Dinner. Some 

superb tackle to be won and the raffle will help boost Guild funds for 2015. 

Tickets are £1 each. If you will not be at the meeting or Dinner, but wish to 

support the raffle, cheques made out to 'WWFFG' please, can be sent to our 
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Treasurer -Stephen Keys - and we'll use our ticket selector on your behalf.  

Luck. 

A ’Table Raffle’ will also be held as usual at the Dinner so would Members, 

their family and friends please bring a small gift to be donated towards this 

raffle.   Thanks and Good Luck! 

 

                                              0o0o0o0o0o0 

                        
Calling all Cups 

If you haven’t already returned those glittering trophies which friends & 

family have been polishing and admiring all year, then please bring them to the 

November meeting so that they can be engraved with the names of the 2014 

winners, to be ready for presentation at the AGM in February. 

 

Fish returns for the Rivers Frome and the Mole/Yeo 
It would be very helpful if these could be completed and returned asap so 

that the information can be collated for the Rivers meeting on     

Thurs 6th November -  by email.  

 

Not forgetting... The Photo Competition - snaps with a ‘fishy’ theme. 

There's still time for entries. Looking for inspiration ? - We're promised some 

spectacular autumnal colours this year which may transform your favourite 

fishing spot.  Please email entries to Robert Eadie - 

robert.is@trouthooker.net 
 
 
CZECH NYMPHING 
European, French or Czech fly fishing is a technique that uses heavy Czech 

nymphs. It is based on short, repetitive casts, dead drifts and a deeper fly 

presentation. The leader hangs under the tip of the fly rod, which the angler 

holds with an outstretched arm, while the fly is guided through the run and as 
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discussed is often called “high stick nymphing.”A typical fly rig in Czech 

nymphing includes three nymph flies of different weights. The technique 

uses Czech nymphs, also known as Bobes. The nymphs, made to imitate fresh 

water shrimps or caseless larvae of sedge flies, are tied on gammarus or 

shrimp hooks. 

The current Czech nymphing craze owes its origin to competition fly fishing. 

Over time it has emerged as a popular and effective fishing method in Europe. 

Some more traditional fly fishermen might look down on it, though, because 

they have their individual preferences and admire the splendour and heritage 

of classic dry fly fishing. 

 

 
 

An Osprey doing a spot of fishing? 
 

A fascinating video to watch.   
  

INCREDIBLE   - BOTH THE BIRD AND THE PHOTOGRAPHY 

   

Hard to believe this Osprey got 5-6 fish at a time and then took 

a flounder in under 3 feet of water, then made off with what looks to be 

a  5lbs plus steelhead! The Video is less than 3 minutes in length. 
  
Have you ever seen a bird shake water off like a dog? One wouldn't want 

to get in the way when its eyes are locked onto you and the talons are in 

the "load" position! Those talons are amazing! 

   

There are 3 sequences in this one video:   

1st sequence -  catches half a dozen fish in one strike.   

2nd sequence - plunges talons into deep water to grab the prey.   

3rd sequence - captures a big old fish that looks as if it weighs 

more than he does! 
 

CTRL & CLICK:  BELOW 

  

http://www.youtube.com/embed/nA3LtXnNIto?feature=player

_embedded 
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Fry Time! 

 

At Chew Reservoir there are huge shoals  of fry about just now!  

Big Browns are being caught! It’s fry-bashing time! 

 
Grey Pin Fry 

 

HAPPY FISHING….BOB 

PS. 

The explorer was telling of his adventures among the perils of the Amazon 

basin. 

‘What about the piranha fish?’ asked an angler in the audience. ‘Are they as 

vicious as they’re made out to be?’ 

‘Not at all,’ said the explorer. ‘Tame as anything. 

 Why, they’d eat off your hand.’  

 

 
A piranha, lightly grilled, served as food in the Peruvian Amazon. 

 
 

 


